Formation of 2-methyl-2,4-thiazolidinedicarboxylic acid from L-cysteine in rat tissues.
The adduct formed non-enzymatically from L-cysteine and pyruvate: 2-methyl-2,4-thiazolidinecarboxylic acid (CP) was isolated, and identified by the electron impact mass spectroscopy. It was found that CP is formed (by cysteine transformation) and is metabolized in rat tissues. Formation of CP from cysteine or cystine was catalysed by partially purified rat liver gamma-cystathionase.